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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR
MEMBERS:

Zonta Officers:
President: Phyllis Dickinson
V President: Renette Janora
Treasurer: Sherry Mueller
Secretary: Peggy Hegierski

MILDRED	
  WHITTAKER:	
  
Zonta Board Members:
Diane Kaczmarek – 2011-2013
Annette Rogers – 2011-2013
Mary Lou Ardino – 2011-2012
Gabriella Sciolino – 2011-2012
	
  

PRESIDENT’S	
  MESSAGE:	
  
Dear
Fellow
Zontians:
My two years as president
are almost over as we will be
installing our new officers and
board members on June 15.
I am looking back on a
wonderful experience even
though I approached it with
"fear and trepidation". Thanks
to each one of you for providing
such
great
support
and
teamwork; you made my job
easy. Thank you for sharing
your
time
and
talents at our fundraisers, our
District
4
workshop
and
conference, and our many
service
projects.
YOU are what makes our club
succeed and I was proud to
represent our club as president.
Phyllis

	
  

	
  

Milly dresses for every holiday
meeting.
ZONTA? Become a Zontian?
Join with other professional
women to improve the status of
women.....locally? Nationally?
Internationally?
I was intrigued by the zeal of
the Zontians from Buffalo who
came to speak to a group of
interested women and decided
to become one of the 26
women who would become the
Zonta Club of CheektowagaLancaster in 1969. I shall
never forget when, after a year

of mentoring, we had our apron
strings
cut
and we were on our own.
I am so proud to be a charter
member of our tremendous
Zonta Club with the friendship,
the caring, the loving way we
work together. The results of
careful planning; outstanding
cooperation, a great deal of
hard work and awesome
service projects such as
"Resusci Annie", donating to St.
Joseph's for a hospital room,
aiding
in
providing
hearing/helping dogs, working
for Habitat for Humanity; and
also making the Birthing Kits.
I have made so many lasting
friends! There have been a
multitude of times when I
needed
consoling
and
understanding and my special
Zonta friends have always been
there. I certainly appreciate
and
enjoy
meeting
new,
energetic, interesting Zontians
who have joined us as we
continue reaching the excellent
goals of Zonta. Kudos to All.
Milly

NEW TO OUR WEBSITE:
• Awards Night Pictures were
added to the GALLERY TAB.
• Service Awards 2012 and
Scholarship Awards 2012
were also added to the
WHAT WE DO tab.
• Uploaded
current
newsletter

1.

AWARDS NIGHT:
May 17, 2012:

Scholarship Awards:

	
  
MEGAN GORENFLO, is a
senior at Lancaster High
School. She will be joining us
at our June meeting. Megan
will be attending either Ohio
State University or Gannon
University
and
studying
International Business and
Accounting/Finance. Megan
plans to minor in German and
Economics.

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
EMILY VIRGINIA AMBROSE,
is a senior from West Seneca
West Senior High School.
Emily will be attending Fordham
University to study pre-med
courses as well as courses in
epilepsy and neurology. She
plans to minor in Bioethics.
To see more information on
these
scholarship
winners,
please check our webpage:
http://www.zontacheektowagalancaster.org/?page_id=1390

Service Awards:
Our Award Recipients were
NATIVITY MIGUEL MIDDLE
SCHOOL OF BUFFALO, The
SUMMER INSTITUTE FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS and the
LANCASTER/DEPEW GIRLS
and BOYS CLUB.
The
NATIVITY
MIGUEL
MIDDLE
SCHOOL
OF
BUFFALO’s mission is to
provide motivated, low-income
students with the opportunity to
graduate from high school in a
setting that will prepare them for
college. This is accomplished
through a strong middle-school
program that includes skilled
and
dedicated
teachers,
extended school days and
school year, small, singlegender classes and ongoing
support through high school
graduation. Nancy Langer, the
President, and students Aminah
Bell and Kaylee Wilcox joined
us in accepting their award.

THE SUMMER INSTITUTE
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS is now
in its fifth year. It is designed
for students who are interested
in politics, history, international
relations,
or
the
social
sciences.
It provides its
participants with the opportunity
to hear human rights experts,
historians, and advocates, as
well as take part in hands-on

activities, discussions, and field
trips, all to inspire its students to
have a positive impact on the
world. Aminah and Kaylee
were given scholarships to the
summer institute by Director of
the Summer Institute, Drew
Beiter.

Lisa Konst, the Individual
Program Director, of
The
LANCASTER/DEPEW GIRLS
and BOYS CLUB was unable
to be present at our Award’s
Night.
In addition to awarding two
scholarships
and
three
service awards, our Zonta
Club of Cheektowaga ~
Lancaster also donated to the
Habitat
for
Humanity
Women’s Build and has
donated $3,285.05 to Zonta
International to help fund
their International Goals for
2012.
Our Club contributed:
• $1,311.22 to ISF
• $ 550.71 to ZISVAW
• $ 611.90 to A. Earhardt
• $ 160.84 to Klaussman
• $ 82.17 to YWPA
• $ 568.20 to Rose
FYI: District 04 Donation to
AE Fund: $3,665.00
Number of Clubs: 26
donating/total $ 14,979.37
Individuals: 32 donating/total $
3,765.00
GRAND TOTAL $ 22,409.37

ZONTA
INTERNATIONAL:
What our money helps to
support:
Zonta's
International
Service
Programs:
Helping women in developing
countries has been a passion of
Zontians since the organization
was founded in 1919. Today,
Zonta's International Service
Program continues to help
women in developing countries
improve their legal, political,
economic, educational, and
health status. Through funding
from the Zonta International
Foundation, the Program has
provided training, education,
health, sanitation, agricultural
and micro-credit assistance to
women,
primarily
through
projects implemented by the
agencies of the United Nations
and other recognized nongovernmental
organizations.
Since 1923, Zonta has provided
more than US$11 million to
projects benefiting more than 2
million women in 37 countries.
During
the
2010-2012
Biennium, the International
Service Program Fund is
supporting three projects:
Prevention of Mother to
Child Transmission of HIV
and Gender-Based Violence
in Rwanda
Funding:
US$500,000
to
UNICEF
(United
Nations
Children's
Fund)
Women and children in Rwanda
are still vulnerable to the
repercussions of the genocide
•

and war that took place 16
years ago.
Treating HIVpositive women, preventing
transmission of the virus to their
offspring, and ensuring access
to health care and reproductive
services, as well as preventing
and responding to the violence
awoken by the brutalization of
the society during the genocide,
are critical issues for the
development of Rwanda and
the safety of its women and
children.
Building on the
success of the project during
the 2008-2010 Biennium, the
project will continue focus on
the prevention of mother-tochild transmission of HIV by
providing the full range of family
package
services
at
20
UNICEF-supported
PMTCT
sites throughout Rwanda during
the 2010-2012 Biennium. In
addition, the project will seek to
expand holistic care and
services at support centers for
survivors of domestic and
gender-based
violence
to
ensure access to proper
medical, legal, psychosocial
and police support.

Safe Cities for Women
Project in Guatemala City,
Guatemala and San Salvador,
El Salvador
Funding: US$500,000 to UN
Women (The United Nations
Entity for Gender Equality and
the Empowerment of Women)
In Guatemala and El Salvador,
rates of urban violence and
violent homicides are above the
already high regional average
and women are at an even
greater risk of violence due to
the traditionally subordinate
position of women in society.
During the first phase of the

project, significant results were
achieved in both Guatemala
and El Salvador. In Guatemala,
women's
organizations
submitted proposals to local
authorities to improve public
spaces that led to the
transformation of an abandoned
house to a day shelter for
people living with HIV/AIDS. In
El Salvador, a map of unsafe
places determined by the
perceptions of local women was
presented
to
the
local
authorities who are committed
to
implementing
recommendations
to
make
these areas safer for women.
For the next phase of the
project, efforts will be focused
on increasing visibility and
impact
by
disseminating
information on violence against
women in the most violence
districts of both cities and
replicating the experience in all
districts of the capital cities.
The project will also expand to
incorporate
the
issue
of
violence against women in the
context of HIV/AIDS.
Towards
Elimination
of
Obstetric Fistula and the
Reduction of Maternal and
Newborn
Mortality
and
Morbidity in Liberia
Funding:
US$500,000
to
UNFPA
(United
Nations
Population
Fund)
With properly trained surgeons,
well-equipped facilities and the
necessary
aftercare,
the
treatment of uncomplicated
obstetric fistula has a 90%
success rate. The cost is a
mere US$300, a small sum to
many but well beyond the
means of the average woman in
Liberia. Building upon the
experiences
and
progress

achieved thus far, UNFPA, with
Zonta's support, will continue to
provide
fistula
treatment
through the proper equipment
of health care facilities and the
training
and
capacity
strengthening of health care
providers to treat fistula. The
project will also continue to
focus on the reintegration of
survivors
while
raising
awareness and conducting
outreach among communities
and health care providers about
the definition, causes and
treatment of obstetric fistula.

UPDATED
DISTRICT 4
INFORMATION:
The new Area 4 Director is
Mary Yunker.
Her email address is:
mkyunk@2ki.net
	
  
The new Governor is Dr.
Lee Fogarty.
Her email address is:
lfogartyzonta@gmail.com	
  

SAVE THE DATES:
 Saturday, June 2nd: RELAY
FOR LIFE
 Friday,
October
5:
COMEDY
NIGHT
FUNDRAISER:
- Dandelion’s Restaurant on
North Forest Road.
 HIGHWAY CLEANUP:
Date to be announced.
 Saturday March 23, 2013:
LUCKY
NUMBERS
LUNCHEON
Samuel’s
Grande Manor.

DISTRICT 4 NEWS and 2.
AMHERST
ZONTA
GARAGE SALE will be held
EVENTS:
1.
RELAY FOR LIFE: this Saturday, June 2nd from
June 2nd: Our tent will be at
the end nearest the football
field. This is the schedule I
have for volunteers to sell
tickets:

9am to 2pm at 74 Morningside
Drive (off of North Forest).

9-11: Celeste and Diane. Get
organized;
set-up
baskets,
etc.
Student
volunteers
should
have
tables
setup). Megan
Gorenflo:
student chair.
ALL Day: Mary Lou and
Phyllis

JUNE 16th : Candidate
College (Demonstrates How

11-2: Teresa and Judy
Sell tickets
2-5:00: Ann and Milly: Sell
tickets
5:- 8:00: Nancy and Gabe
We'll try to stop selling after
8:00 so buyers have time to
drop them in and we can start
to pull winning tickets at
8:30 when the Luminaria
Ceremony begins. Then we
can hand out the baskets after
the
Walk.
If anyone else wants to
volunteer email Phyllis your
time or just come. The Relay is
open to anyone; there are tents
set
up
all
around
the
track with groups selling food,
ice cream, etc. with all proceeds
going to the Relay. Kids all
have fun (but if you bring them
be
sure
you
have extra money.....there's all
kinds of items for them to buy or
participate in)

3.

Great Opportunity for
Women from our friends at the
YWCA of Western New York!

Anyone Can Run for Elected
Office)
National,
Local
ExpertsGather in Buffalo to
Share Expertise from Across
the Political Spectrum
Partnership for Public Good,
YWCA of WNY, Inc. partner
with NY Civic and NY Policy
Forum to offer Candidate
College June 16th.
Buffalo, NY: Partnership for
Public Good (PPG), YWCA of
WNY, New York Civic, City &
State newspaper, and New
York Policy Forum will present
a Candidate College in June.
The Candidate College is nonpartisan and has no ideological
litmus test to participate. It is
meant
to
provide
those
interested in running for public
office, or those interested in
participating in a campaign in
other ways, the knowledge they
need to run. Men and women
are welcome to participate. The
goal is simple: increase the
number of strong, well-prepared
candidates running for elected
office at every level.
Date: Saturday, June
2012
When: 8:30-5:00 PM

16th

Where: YWCA of WNY 1005
Grant Street (bet. Amherst
and Military)
Cost - $15
Topics will include nuts-andbolts issues like fundraising,
advertising, and canvassing, as
well as important considerations
such
as
the
effect
of
campaigning (and winning) on a
candidate’s spouse and family.
To get more information or to
register call YWCA of WNY at
716.852.6120 ext. 0 or email
info@ywca-wny.org. Also find
details at www.ywca-wny.org
and http://www.ppgbuffalo.org/

4.
HABITAT
FOR
HUMANITY
WOMEN
BUILD:
Just some update information
for those who are interested in
working on the Habitat for
Humanity Women Build project.
The ground breaking took place
on May 5 and construction has
begun. For anyone who would
still like to participate and has
not signed up, new volunteers
are welcome. You can also
keep up to date on what is
happening,
other
class
schedules and information by
clicking on the following link
http://www.habitatbuffalo.org/
Once you reach that page, click
on Visit HFHB Women Build
Site.
Nancy Peacock
	
  

