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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
Dear Zontians,
Many thanks to all of your for your
efforts and your energy. You
made our District 4 Workshop and
our Lucky Numbers Luncheon
successful. I'd really like to thank
Chris for the fantastic job
she did in chairing the workshop;
the evaluations were positive
with most attendees indicating
they found it to be of value.
Networking with that many
Zontians from so many clubs was
a great experience. As for the
Lucky Duck Luncheon: kudos
to Diane and Celeste who spent
many long hours creating and
preparing all those "ducky" items
and also to Judy, Ann and Laurie.
Great
job,
Ladies.
A sincere thank you to all the
club members who worked to
make these events successful; I
am so proud of our club.
Now we're looking forward to
our Awards and Scholarship
Program when we give away the
funds we raised last year. This
evening is our opportunity to
showcase the work we do
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Ann remembers that ZI was
spending its money to dig wells in
Sri Lanka and that the local
projects were also important.
When Ann started, our Zonta
meetings were held at the Town
and Country Restaurant on Union
and Walden.
Ann served twice as president
and once as recording secretary.
She attended three International
Conventions: Hawaii, NYC and
Rotterdam, Holland. In addition,
Ann has attended Zonta meetings
at the Naval Base in Yokosuka,
Japan and Miami, Florida.
Ann tries to arrange travel around
our 2004-2006:
Zonta meetings
and says her
Kerry Switalski
relationship with fellow Zontians
keep her in Zonta AND in NY
State!
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2008-2010: Ann Detzler

Ann joined Zonta in January of
1984. She heard about Zonta
through a student of hers and
when she learned it was an
organization whose goal was to
improve the status of women, she
was hooked!
Even though the club at that time
was more local and less
international
in
flavor,
Ann
thought the international projects
were invaluable.

Thank you to our workshop
team:
Christine, Renette,
Phyllis and Peggy for a great
job!
2002-2004: Gabe Sciolino

3. NEW TO OUR WEBSITE:

BUILDING OUR
ZONTA TEAM

• Kerry gave me a pile of
pictures, some over 7 years
old. Check them out on our
website.
The PICTURE
GALLERY page is called
REMEMBER WHEN…
• I have added D4 Workshop
pictures and Lucky Duck
Luncheon pictures to our
picture gallery.
• I have updated our membership
and blank spreadsheets.
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4. SAVE THE DATES:
 Saturday, June 2nd: RELAY
FOR LIFE
 Friday,
October
5:
COMEDY
NIGHT
FUNDRAISER:
- Dandelion’s Restaurant on
North Forest Road.
 HIGHWAY CLEANUP:
Date to be announced.

DISTRICT 4 NEWS and
EVENTS:
1. Zonta International District
4
Young Women in Public
Affairs (YWPA) Award
April 2012
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2. LUCKY DUCK	
  
LUNCHEON: APRIL 28,
2012
Thank you to the luncheon team:
Diane, Celeste, Ann, Judy,
Laurie, and to all other Zontians.
Congratulations on a job well
done. Everyone had a great time.

More luncheon pictures can be
found on our website.

The
District
4
Awards Committee
is very pleased to
announce
that
Wendy
Liao,
submitted by the
Zonta Club of
Toronto, Ontario
has been selected
as the District 4 YWPA winner.
Wendy will receive $1,000 from
Zonta International as the District
4 YWPA award.
The District 4 Awards Committee
received applications from 18
clubs out of 39 clubs in the
District (2011 21 clubs). Total

applications received by the 18
clubs were
53
(2011
62
applications). The candidates
were all exceptional young
women creating a very difficult
decision for the Committee.
Wendy Liao plans to study
International Affairs at Carleton
University in Ottawa in their
Public Policy Program. Wendy
states in her application her goal
“is to change the world through
passion,
resilience
and
innovation.”
Wendy is very
involved in her high school,
balancing her education and “A”
average with extra curricular
activities, including being Student
Council President for two years in
a row, Captain of the curling
team, and organizing school wide
relief efforts after the Haiti
earthquake and flooding in
Pakistan. Locally, Wendy has
volunteered 350 hours at the
Toronto East General Hospital
where she is a Team Leader
training 20 volunteers per week.
Wendy also volunteered many
hours at NDP political leader Jack
Layton’s campaign office and
became a youth delegate at the
NDP political party leadership
conference. Wendy states in total
she has volunteered over 1500
hours under community service
activities.
Wendy describes herself as a
global
citizen
and
takes
advantage of social media to
keep herself updated about world
current affairs. Last year Wendy
embarked with Free the Children
on a trip to rural Kenya to build a
school that she helped fundraise
for. Wendy learned first hand
from the young girls in Kenya
about poverty, inequality and lack
of education.
Wendy’s teacher reference has
said ‘Truly, our school is better for
having had Wendy as a student
leader and our community is

richer for having Wendy as one of
its tireless volunteers”.
Wendy’s application is filled with
amazing achievements for such a
young woman. The District
Awards Committee felt Wendy
truly exemplifies the goals of
Zonta!
The Zonta International website
lists the YWPA application
guidelines. The YWPA award is a
quality
program
in
the
development of young women
around the world. If your club is
not making a contribution to Zonta
International in support of this
Award please consider doing so
in your next budget. It will make a
difference to Zonta and many
young women.

Saturday, May 12, 2012 St.
Demetrius The Great Martyr
Church Hall 135 LaRose Ave,
Etobicoke
Authentic Greek dinner Greek
dancing provided by
Levendia--X Hellenic Folklore
Dance Group
Cocktails:
6:00pm
Dinner:
7:00pm
Tickets: $60.00 each A $20.00
Tax Receipt will be issued IN
SUPPORT OF SISTERING
For tickets contact: Daria
Danko 416--766-- OR Nita
McCown 289--232--6217
nitam@rogers.com

Zonta International will announce
the five recipients of the
International YWPA award of
$3,000 by June 30, 2012.

ZONTA
INTERNATIONAL NEWS
and EVENTS:

I wish to extend a sincere thank
you to the District 4 Awards
Committee members for their
support to the YWPA program.
These Zontians are:

1. AMELIA EARHART
COMMITTEE MESSAGE

Judith Yorke, Zonta Club of
Olean, NY
Karin Eckart, Zonta
Club of Hamilton 1, Ontario
Gabriella Sciolino, Zonta Club
of Cheektowaga-Lancaster, NY
Brenda Ulrich, Zonta Club of
Lockport, NY Sandra
Williamson,
Zonta
Club
of
Pittsburgh, PA
Thank you for giving me the
opportunity to act as Chair of the
Awards committee. It has been a
rewarding experience.
Marnie Piggot, Zonta Club of
Oakville and
District 4 Awards Chair

2. Zonta Club of Toronto
Proudly Presents
Greek Heritage Night

March 2012
Dear Club Presidents and Amelia
Earhart Committee Chairs,
The time frame for us to share
information with everyone is
drawing to a close. It has been a
wonderful experience for both of
us – to meet you and to interact
with you as we celebrated Amelia
Earhart’s zest for exploring and
encouraging women to set their
own goals in their personal lives.
It’s been great to award Wings
and AE Fellowship Awards to the
young ladies who are studying
engineering and aeronautics.
Much has been learned these two
years in our roles of Amelia
Earhart Committee Co-Chairs
and we hope you have found the
articles to be interesting and

helped you in planning your
January AE Programs.
NASA had the best of times and
worst of times in February – they
celebrated the 50th anniversary of
when astronaut John Glenn made
his successful flight in to space.
On the other side, was the
knowledge that they lost a
member of their current group of
astronauts, Janice Voss passed
away last month, only in her mid
50’s – she had received the AE
Fellowship in 1982 and had the
privilege of being on the Shuttle
five times.
February was Black History
Month and March was the time
period to honor Women. We
know that many clubs in the
district held special events on
International
Women’s
Day.
Next year, if you are thinking of a
short program after your club’s
usual monthly business meeting,
you might want to research
women who were either the first
in their field or have achieved top
recognition in the sciences,
education, engineering, literature,
medicine, research, business,
politics, the military, as inventors,
and as journalists.
American
journalist, Marie Colvin, was
reporting for Britain’s Sunday
Times when she lost her life a
couple weeks ago in Syria. We
sometimes forget the dangers that
lie ahead of us as we search for
and struggle to achieve the career
that will fulfill our dreams. Yet
Amelia Earhart and hundreds of
women before and after her have
been steadfast in doing that
which gives them reason to wake
up each day.
For the book readers, KING
PEGGY, was recently released.
It’s the story of Peggy Bartels
from Baltimore, MD and how she
became the King of a poor village
in Ghana. She was on the Travis
Smiley Show the other night and

it sounds like a most interesting
story.
We hope your club’s budget has a
line item for the Amelia Earhart
Fellowship Fund and the other
Zonta International Foundation
Funds. With the International
Convention this summer in Italy,
your donations must reach
headquarters no later than April
1st to make the financial reports.
Thank you.
Don’t forget to share your Amelia
Earhart presentation information
with us as we’d like to share it
with other clubs in the District
and
the
International
AE
Committee Chair.
As incoming Area Directors for
Areas 2 and 4 we look forward to
our continued relationship with
all of you during the next two
years and thank all of you for
supporting us these past two
years.
Mary Yunker

ZC

Lori Robinson
Brampton-Caledon

of

Batavia
ZC of

(Editors Note: Since this article was
in March, I have changed the tense to
past tense).
2. REFUGEE NEEDS FORUM
MARCH 24, 2012
Hosted by Zonta Club of Buffalo
at the Hauptman-Woodward
Building

The objective of the forum – to
bring together representatives
of the Refugee Service Groups
and the Women’s Groups to
exchange information and
educate each other about the
needs of the Refugees Service
Groups and the potential
resources within the Women’s
Service Groups.
Zonta Clubs scheduled to be
present:
Buffalo, Niagara

Falls,
Aurora,
Amherst,
Cheektowaga-Lancaster,
Hamburg-Orchard
Park,
Batavia-Genesee
County,
Kenmore, The Tonawandas,
and Lockport.
Presenting
Agencies:
Relocation Groups – Jewish
Family
Services,
Catholic
Charities,
International
Institute of Buffalo, Journey’s
End,
and
Jericho
Road
Ministries.
Women’s Groups: Erie County
Commission
on
Women,
Junior League, Western New
York Women’s Foundation,
HUD Organization, American
Association
of
University
Women, and Every Woman’s
Opportunity Center.
Many of us were introduced to
the International Institute of
Buffalo during the Fall District
4 Conference. This forum was
more extensive in information
and the groups that are
assisting or could be assisting
the refugees.
The refugee or refugees arrive
at the Buffalo Airport –
documents are reviewed and
then they are transported to
their living quarters. A review
of “American housing” and
basic supplies, etc. takes place.
They are given a phone and
other instructions to tide them
over for the night.
The
caseworker will also be
responsible for handling their
medical check-up, groceries,
clothing,
transportation,
schooling, start-up money, and
language needs. Odds are that
the person/persons do not
speak English or have a very
limited vocabulary. Learning
English, finding employment,

and childcare are tops on the
agenda.
Unfortunately,
sometimes it is a young child
who becomes the family
translator. The refugee wants
to become self-sufficient and
wants to pay back their
transportation
costs
to
America.
The difference in cultures can
be a stumbling block for some,
what is right or lawful in their
country may not be the same
here in America. They receive
information on our laws –
domestic violence, parenting
responsibilities,
welfare
assistance,
and
most
importantly, their right to an
interpreter. A woman may
arrive in the mid-term of a
pregnancy and then the care of
a new born is added to the
mixture of the family unit.
When the male refugee goes
off to work and the school age
children are in school, the
woman is “stuck in the home”
caring
for
the
younger
children. She is not receiving
the “exposure” to America in
the same degree as others in
the house-hold. Finding time
to attend the English classes
can be a struggle for all, as the
classes are usually held in the
evening, when everyone is
tired from a full day at work or
at school. In addition, the
access to transportation may
make it difficult to get to the
classes.
Buffalo and its surrounding
suburbs
are
the

housing/employment market
right now.
If one refugee
comes over and “settles in”,
then more family members
want to come to the same
place, where there is “someone
to guide the rest”. Burma,
Bhutan, and the Arabic
countries seem to be the major
source of the refugees to
western New York.
Housing (including furniture),
feeding (including kitchen
supplies), clothing for all ages
and toiletries – the initial set
up of living quarters costs
money. Donations at all levels
are always needed and
welcome.
Respectfully submitted - Mary
Yunker LAA Committee
International
Institute
of
Buffalo
864 Delaware Ave
Buffalo,
NY 14209
Jewish Family Services of
Buffalo & Erie County
70 Baker St
Buffalo,
NY 14209
Catholic
Charities
(Immigration
&
Refugee
Assistance)
20
Herkimer St
Buffalo, NY
14213

