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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Here we are in mid February, looking forward 

to the events we prepare for all year. 

 

Our Luncheon and Chinese Auction is April 9th at Samuel's 

Grande Manor. Tickets can be purchased from any 

Cheektowaga-Lancaster Zontian.  Kim Burst, chairperson, is 

soliciting either gift or monetary donations from our members 

and outside vendors and friends.  

 

We now have our tax exempt number and will have the official 

papers very soon.  

 

We are also proud to say that District 4 has recognized our Club 

for our Service project with St. Monica's School in Buffalo, NY. 

We are now eligible to receive a service award from Zonta 

International at the International Convention. 

 

It's been a great year so far, and we look forward to all our 

approaching events and programs. 

 

Peggy Hegierski, President 
Zonta Club of Cheektowaga-Lancaster   
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Geri Wutz   2/12 

Mary Lou Ardino  2/15 

Nancy Wood 2/16 

 

FEBRUARY  

Birthdays 



Millie Whittaker presentation on 

Amelia Earhart 

January 20th Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
A Success!!!! 

By Kerry Peek – The Quizmaster 

On February 5th our Club hosted our first Team Trivia 
Nite.  This was a new fundraiser for us and the 
intention was to raise some money for our Club and 
have a lot of fun in the process.  Well, we succeeded 
on both counts.  The evening profited just over 
$1,500 for our Club and the 10 teams that played had 
a great time.   

For quite some time now our Club has been looking 

for a fundraiser that wouldn’t require a lot of 

planning, didn’t need a big committee to run it, 

wouldn’t cost a lot of money 

out of our member’s pockets 

and more importantly, would 

allow members to invite family 

& friends (both women & men) 

out for a night of fun and 

fellowship.  Our goal was to put on more of a “beer 

blast” type event but add some pizzazz to make it 

worth everyone’s while to come out of their houses 

on a Friday night in the middle of winter. 

 

We received really positive feedback from a lot of 

the participants as well as our Zonta members. This 

definitely could become an annual event.  

“The Hart Foundation” team took first place in the 

trivia contest and they have already committed to 

being back next year to defend their title.  We hope 

that just by word of mouth we can double the amount 

of teams and really add to our Club treasury. It was a 

great Friday night!   

Special THANKS to our Zontians who put teams 

together to play and to Nina Corey & Dawn Bellere 

(our scorekeepers), Phyllis Dickinson & Mary Lou 

Ardino (our kitchen captains) and Nancy Parr, 

Annette Rogers and Nancy Wood (our floor 

monitors, team theme judges & split club sellers). 

 
 

 
 

 

Tickets will be available at the February Meeting 
or through any Cheektowaga-Lancaster member. 
 
 
 

1st TEAM 



FOCUS on our Members  
 

Welcome Julee Klopp 
January 2016 Installation 

 

Julee is a resident of Eden, NY and 
is originally from the San 
Francisco Bay Area. Julee said:  I 

met my husband in California and as all good Buffalo 
natives do they move back.  So that is how I got to 
Buffalo.  Eden is a great community and it was a great 
place to raise my daughter Jessica and my son John."  
 
"Jessica lives in Boston and works at the Broad 
Institute which is funded by Harvard and MIT.  She is 
a Program Coordinator for Genome scientific 
platforms. My son, John, is a  second Lieutenant in the 
Army and was recently married to Gabrielle an RIT 
graduate in Packaging Engineering." 
 
They currently live in Fort Benning Georgia and are 
getting used to a "no snow" winter.  My husband Bill 
has his own remodeling company.  He loves working 
with historic and older homes.  I call him the 'This 
Old House Guy.'" 
 
"Our family loves the outdoors, camping, and fishing. 
We own a boat in Grand Island, so we spend our 
summers on the boat relaxing and enjoying our short 
summers in Buffalo.  We have a puppy named Ellie.  
She really keeps my husband and I going, since we 
are 'empty nesters.'" 
 
My professional background has been In Human 
Resources.  I have worked for small to large 
organizations assisting companies deal with "people 
challenges."  
 
"Currently, I am working with the Daughters of the 
American Revolution regarding membership.  I am in 
the application process of finding my ancestors. I 
could be related to the first child born on the 
Mayflower--Pegrine White was his name! am very 
excited to be a part of Zonta, and I look forward in 
meeting everyone." 
 

 
 
 

MARY LOU ARDINO 
October, 1982 to Present 
 

Mary Lou received her 
undergraduate degree from St. 
Joseph College in Maryland and 
earned her Master's degree from 
the University of Buffalo.  Currently she works for 
Catholic Charities in the Behavioral Health Clinic as a 
Clinical Supervisor. 
 
Mary Lou first became interested in Zonta because of 
encouragement by a women she worked for in 
Jamestown, NY, and joined that club in 1982.  About 
seven years later her position brought her back to the 
Cheektowaga/Lancaster area at which time she 
transferred her membership to our Club. 
 
Over the years Mary Lou has held every Club office 
either as a member of the Jamestown or 
Cheektowaga-Lancaster Club.  She has served on the 
District 4 Board under two different Governors, was 
on the District Amelia Earhart Committee and a 
District Area Director. 
 
Mary Lou is also a very active volunteer for Our Lady 
of Pompeii Church.  She serves as an Eucharistic 
Minister, works at Bingo and several other church 
related activities.  Her chief volunteer effort is 
chairing the church's Annual Spaghetti Dinner 
fundraiser which is held twice a year.  Mary Lou helps 
supervise cooking their own spaghetti sauce in 
anticipation of serving 800-1,000 dinners. 
 
What keeps Mary Lou interested in Zonta: "My 
exposure to developing intergenerational 
friendships--for instance, Millie, those about my age, 
as well getting to know and work with some of our 
"younger" members.  This is very significant for me." 
 
 

 
 
 



News from Z Club--Lancaster High School 

by Lynn Fisher, Advisor 

(Diane Kaczmarek, Club contact) 

 

I have lots to update you on since the cookie dough 

fundraiser.  In December we ran Kid's Night Out, 

donated to the Buffalo City Mission, donated a 

decorated tree to the Youth Bureau, and completed 

almost 150 Santa letters to 2nd graders.  

For January, we just priced blanket kits to make for 

various organizations.  Outrageous, so we are sale 

shopping.   

So far in February we are donating $50 to our work 

study student and $50 to our Internship program.   

YES, YES, YES, we will help Phyllis. The coloring 

books and crayons can be dropped off anytime. We will 

bundle these for the younger and older children to use at 

the Family Justice Center while their parent is 

undergoing processing.  

Lastly, I will start recruiting for the Lucky Numbers 

Luncheon! 

 

 

Our Club has been 

nominated by District 4 

to Zonta International 

for a Category 1 Club 

Service Award for our 

ongoing service project 

at St. Monica's.  Category 1 Club Service Awards are 

for those projects that empower women and girls in 

general to achieve equal rights and to secure their 

access to all legal, political, economic, educational, 

health and professional resources.  Kudos to those 

who work with the students and faculty at St. Monica 

on this project.   

 

 

Look what's coming ahead 

March 8 
Rose Day and International 
Women's Day 
 

March 12 
Batavia Club Luncheon 
Fundraiser 
 

March 31 Club Scholarships Deadline 
Education Scholarship for Women Returning to School to 
Pursue a Career; $1,000 award 
 
Scholarship for High School Girls Dedicated to Community 
Service; $1,000 award 
 

April 9 
Cheektowaga-Lancaster Club Luncheon/Chinese Auction 
Samuel's Grande Manor 

 
April 23 
District 4, Area 3/4 Workshop, Hosted by Geneva Club 

 
May 7 
Hamburg-Orchard Park 50th Anniversary Luncheon 
 

May 21  9:00 a.m. 
Birthing Kits Assembly, Cheektowaga Senior Center 
 

Cheektowaga-Lancaster  

Scholarship Applications 
Postmarked By March 31 

zontacheektowaga-lancaster.org 
 
The Zonta Club of Cheektowaga-
Lancaster offers the following 
scholarships ($1,000 each): 

 Educational Scholarship for Women 
Returning to School to Pursue a Career 
 

 Educational Scholarship for Senior High 
School Girls Dedicated to Community Service 

 
Completed applications are to be mailed to The Zonta 
Club of Cheektowaga-Lancaster, ATTN Mrs. Carol 
Townsend, Scholarship Chair, P.O. Box 834, 
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 OR you can scan the packet 
and email to Mrs. Carol Townsend: 

ctownsend@depew.snyric.org. 
 

Applications must be postmarked 
by March 31, 2016 

 

  N o m  i n a t e d 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

600 Birthing Kits GOAL 
by Judy Labiak 

 

Judy Powers from Hamburg-O.P. is chairing this 
year's assembly of birthing kits.  I will be the liaison 
for our club. 

The date chosen for 
compiling the kits is 
Saturday, May 21,  at 
9:00 a.m. in the 
Cheektowaga Senior 
Citizen's Center. 

CONTENTS OF EACH KIT:  
 Plastic:   36” x 36” 
 Soap small bars:  perhaps they can be cut depending 

on size 
 Gloves:  2 per kit AND about 5 dozen for us to use 

during the assembly 
 Cord:  3 - 10 inch pieces 
 Scalpel/razor blades: 1 per kit     
  Gauze:  5 squares, 4 x 4 inches each 
 Quart Size Plastic bags  

 Labels 



So far we have 200 gloves from O.P. and 700 non-
latex gloves (Anita Molenda will receive from her 
doctor), 100 razor blades and some cotton cord. 

If anyone can obtain donations, I will send you a 
letter to ask for contributions. Please let me know if 
you can get any donations. We will be asking you to 
sign up to join us. 

 

 

Erie County Commission on 

the Status of Women 

The Women’s History Month 

Calendar of Events is back for a 

seventh year in March 

2016! The Erie County 

Commission on the Status 

of Women and the 

Buffalo & Erie County 

Public Library are 

collaborating again to 

showcase, celebrate and 

educate the community 

on Women’s History 

Month activities locally. 

This year’s local Women’s History Month 

celebration will include: 

*Thursday, March 3,: Kickoff event 11 a.m. – 1 

p.m. at the downtown Library – showcase of non-

profits and their services supporting women in our 

community (table reservation form). Public 

Ceremony at noon. 

* Erie County Facebook listings: Activities going 

on locally will be featured. 

Please join us in celebrating National Women’s 

History Month 2016 in Buffalo & Erie County! 

Questions? Contact Anne Conable (858-8050) or 

Sawrie Becker (858-8307) 

 

 

 

 

ZONTA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

 

 

 

Full Day 

Convention 

Fees 

VAT included 

Early Bird 

Before 27 

Feb 2016 

Second 

Period 

28 Feb – 

23 May 

Final 

Registration 

24 May – onsite 

Zontians 315€ 380€ 450€ 

Non-Zontian 

Guests 
100€ 100€ 100€ 

Z and Golden Z 50€ 50€ 50€ 

        Zontian one day ticket: 150€ (per day) 

 

 
Coming Next Month 

 
March 28  

Ladies at Elderwood 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www2.erie.gov/csw/sites/www2.erie.gov.csw/files/uploads/WHM%202016%20table%20req.pdf


 

 

For More District 4 Events & 
Information 

click on link below: 
https://www.facebook.com/ZontaDistrict4 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

International 

President Maria Jose Landeria Oestergaard  
http://www.zonta.org

 
 

Zonta District 4: 
Governor  Joanne Raymond  
Lieutenant Governor Lori Robinson 
Treasurer Cathie Wheeler 
Secretary Brenda Graham  

http://zontadistrict4.org 

 
 

Area 4 Director:  Mary Jane Wajmer

 
 

Zonta Cheektowaga-Lancaster: 
President  Peggy Hegierski 
Vice President  Nancy Peacock 
Treasurer Judy Labiak 
Secretary Kim Burst 

 
 

Zonta Cheektowaga-Lancaster Board: 
Mary Lou Ardino 2014-2016 
Christine Ziemba 2015-2016 
Linda DeGain 2015-2017 
Ann Marie Wik 2015-2017

 
 

Newsletter: Linda DeGain, Editor 

 
 

Web Master: Judy Labiak 
 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ZontaDistrict4

