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Violence against women is not limited to a 
particular race, religion, color, 
economic/social status or ethnic background.  
It is happening on a global basis.  Do you know 
that one out of every three women worldwide 
has experienced violence during their 
lifetime? Zonta International and its clubs 
everywhere continue to work toward the 
elimination of such violence through service 
and advocacy.  The Zonta says No to Violence 
Against Women campaign through its 16 days 
of Activism beginning on November 25 with 
the International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women, and ending on 
December 10 with Human Rights Day.  Learn 
more about this campaign from Zonta 
International.              http://www.zonta.org/ 
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           Dates to Remember 

 
What can you do to support these efforts? 

 

 

November 8 

     Zonta’s Birthday 

 

November 15 

     Deadline for Applications for  

        Amelia Earhart Fellowship 

 

November 20 

     Universal Children’s Day 

 

November 25 

     International Day for Elimination  

      of Violence Against Women 

 

November 25 – December 10 

    16 Days of Activism 

 

December 1 

     International Aids Day 

 

December 10 

     International Human Rights Day 

 

 

 

 
 

 

    
. 

 

Kathleen (Kathi) Scanlon became the Area Director for Area 4 
for 2016-2018.   
 
Kathleen is a member of the Hamburg-Orchard Park Club.  Since 
joining Zonta in 2004, she has participated on and chaired 
various committees, as well as holding leadership positions 
including offices of Secretary, Director on the Board, Vice-
President and President of the Hamburg-Orchard Park Club. 
Kathleen has been actively involved in attending Area 
Workshops and conferences.  She has served as a delegate to 
the District Conference and to the International Convention and 
most recently attended the International Conference in Nice. 
 
Members had the opportunity to welcome Kathleen as the new 
Area Director at the Club’s November meeting.  The 
Cheektowaga Lancaster Club looks forward to working with her 
during her tenure. 
 

Zonta is AWESOME 
 
 As we approach the holidays, we reflect on the people and 
blessings that we are privileged with in life.   For those who 
are not as fortunate, it is also a time for all of us to think 
about “paying it forward”.  
 
On the 25th of November, we begin the 16 days of Activism 
which is one way for you to get involved in making a 
difference in the life of a women or a girl.  This year, it was 
determined that the Club would take this time of activism 
and turn it into action. 
 
Your participation in one or more of the Club’s planned 
activities can seem like a small gesture but can result in a big 
difference in someone’s life who is less fortunate or maybe 
just at a point in time when they are in need of some 
assistance.  Therefore, I hope that you will join me and your 
sister Zontians in making this year’s 16 Days of Activism a 
time for our Club to join together by showing that our actions 
speak louder than our words.    
 
Remember ZONTA is AWESOME and so are you! 
                                                                 
 

Nancy 



  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Recognition by the Town of Cheektowaga  

 

16 Days of Activism 
How  

How Zonta Cheektowaga-Lancaster Club is Supporting the Campaign 
 
The following list was designed by the Club’s Advocacy Committee, in the hopes that every Club member will be able to participate in at 
least ONE, but hopefully more of the daily activities.  If you have questions, contact Nancy Wood, Advocacy Chair, njwood165@msn.com  
 
Friday 11.25.16   - Town of Cheektowaga proclaims November 25 as Cheektowaga Supports Zonta International’s “End to Violence against 
Women and Girls Day”.  This conincides with International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women. 
 
Saturday 11.26.16 - Club members are invited to change their Facebook page to represent the 16 Days of Activism Campaign.  
 
Sunday 11.27.16 - Positive messages are written on index cards for “Positivity Box” displayed in each intake living room at the Family 
Justice Center for the women to read.  
 
Monday 11.28.16 - A Zonta 101 discussion including an explanation of the campaign and a Zonta display is planned during the scheduled 
Women of Elderwood event.  
 
Tuesday 11.29.16 - Personal Care Goody Bags which will include Family Justice palm cards will be delivered to Response to Love Center. 
   
Wednesday 11.30.16 - Posters discussing healthy relationships will be hung at St Monica’s Middle School for girls.   
 
Thursday 12.1.16 - A food drive benefiting Aids Alliance will be conducted in conjunction with World Aids Day.  
 
Friday 12.2.16 - Club members are encouraged to provide a package of underwear that will be donated to ladies at Haven House.  
 
Saturday 12.3.16 - Cheektowaga’s Y.E.S. program (Youth Engaged in Services) will be holding a Breakfast with Santa. The Club will have a 
display on non-violence and purchase an amount of tickets that will be given to families that otherwise would not be able to attend.  
 
Sunday 12.4.16 - Zonta members will invite a friend/family member to clean out their closets and donate shoes to Women of the World 
(WOW) organization. 
 
Monday 12.5.16 – Orange T-Shirt and Zonta campaign literature will be distributed during at a women’s bowling league.   
 
Tuesday 12.6.16 - An article will be written and submitted to the Cheektowaga Bee re: 16 Days of Activism and how our club participated in 
the Campaign. 
 
Wednesday - 12.7.16   Zonta members will deliver a collection of used clothes to Cornerstone Manor.  
 
Thursday 12.8.16 - All members are invited to wear Zonta t-shirts/pins and talk to a women about our club and this campaign which is to 
“spread the word”. 
 
Friday 12.9.16 - Replace Violence with Kindness - Christmas Party at St Monica’s School, girls will be presented with fleece jackets. 
 
 Saturday 12.10.16 - Human Rights Day - Recognize Andrew Beiter for his work in addressing human rights issues.  Mr. Beiter will be 
presented with Say No to Violence T-shirt and treated to breakfast. 
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Zonta International Celebrates its 97th Birthday 
 
Zonta International celebrated its 97th birthday on November 8.  The 
club celebrated locally at the November business meeting with cake 
and ice cream.  The honor of cutting the cake went to two of our 
members.  Mildred Whittaker who is our longest standing member 
and our newest member Nancy Wood. 
 
 Zonta was founded in Buffalo, NY in 1919 by Marian DeForest 

 
 

In 1919, she founded Zonta, "a service organization of executive 
women working to improve the legal, political, economic and 
professional status of women worldwide." Zonta is a Lakota Sioux 
Indian word that means "honest and trustworthy." In one of her early 
speeches, de Forest explained, "Zonta stands for the highest 
standards in the business and professional world ... seeks cooperation 
rather than competition and considers the Golden Rule not only good 
ethics but good business." De Forest envisioned Zonta to become an 
international organization. In her own words, "This is the woman's 
age and in distant lands and foreign climes women of all nations are 
rallying to the call … Zonta is given the opportunity of uniting them 
into one great, glorious whole. 
 

 

Martha LaCorte                              

Victim Advocate 

 
During the November meeting, 
Martha LaCorte, Crime Victims 
Advocate with the NY State 
Police was the guest speaker. 
 As a Crime Victims Specialist, 
she works closely with both 
police and local victim service 
agencies to best meet the needs 
of the victim.  
 
Ms. LaCorte provided insight 
into the everyday occurrences 
of her position by providing 
specific examples of how she 
works with victims of crime 
which may relate to domestic 
violence or other offenses.  By 
partnering with local police and 
service agencies she serves as 
an advocate for victims to 
ensure that they are not only 
aware of what services or 
assistance is available to them 
but how to access and guide 
them through the system which 
may be a very difficult time for 
the individual. 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lakota_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lakota_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Rule


 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 
Women @ Elderwood 

Club Activities 

November 28                                                             

Women of Elderwood  

December 8                                            

Board Meeting  

December 9                             

Christmas Party with young women 

at St. Monica School 

December 10                                     

Breakfast with Andrew Beiter 

December 17                                        

Club Christmas Party  
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What’s Important to You! 
 

Recently the Membership Committee sent out a survey via email to 
solicit your feedback and gather information related to where we are 
as a club and our membership.   If you have not already completed the 
survey, please take a few moments to complete and return.  Your 
responses will assist the Membership committee in prioritizing the 
committee responsbilities and activities.  The survey will also provide 
feedback to club  on members thoughts on the clubs strenths and  
weaknesses ,  as well as opportunities and threats.  If you have any 
questions, please contact the committee co-chairs, Gina Orsini, 
gina.orsini@chartindustries.com or Teresa Melonson, 
tmelonson@gmail.com 
  

On November 6, the Club sponsored a table at the 
Cheektowaga Chamber of Commerce, It’s Fall About You 
event  which was a shopping and informational event for 
women.  By is attendance at this event, the Club took the 
opportunity to provide information about Zonta and its 
mission while possibly recruiting new members.    Several 
members of the club attended.  Pictured below is Ellen 
Fisher and Nancy Wood, Advocacy Chair who were 
available to answer questions and “spread the word”.

 

Spreading the Word 
Zonta in the Community 

Partnering and  supporting organizations that focus on similar goals and objectives to Zonta is key in spreading the word about 
who we are as an organization and our mission to address the needs of women and girls.  Through awareness, education and 
action the Club can serve as an advocate for women and girls both locally and internationally. 

On October 25, the Club held its Shopping & Sweets 
Nite at the Cheektowaga Senior Center.  This event 
supports local small business vendors while at the 
same the funds earned from this event are used to 
provide scholarships and grants to organizations that 
foster the Zonta mission.  A special thanks to Barb 
Zsiros, Service Chair for chairing this event and to 
the Service Committee and others who assisted to 
make this event possible.  

On November 3 the Club served as one of the sponsors 
for the Buffalo Without Borders event held by the 
International Institute.   Each year, the International 
Institute hosts a fundraising event that invites the 
community to come learn about the organization’s 
resettlement efforts, while tasting foods from around 
the world. This event is a way for the refugees to 
embrace the community (and vice versa) in ways that 
would not otherwise be possible.  In addition to 
sponsorship, two members from the Club attended. 

mailto:gina.orsini@chartindustries.com
mailto:tmelonson@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                       

6 . 
December Preview 

It’s Holiday Time 
 

Hope you can join us for the 
celebration on December 17 at 
the Millennium.  Diane and 
Celeste along with the Program 
Committee are busy planning 
for a fun time.  Students from 
Depew H.S. will be singing 
Christmas carols. 
 

       Around Town 

Take a look at some of the 

opportunities around town 

that you may be interested in 

participating.  Enhance your 

skills, join others in supporting 

women in our community, 

network with others or maybe 

just get together for a social 

outing and the proceeds are 

used to benefit women and 

girls. 

 

Support Zonta Clubs 
 

Here are some of the events being carried out by Zonta Clubs 
in the area. For information can be found at: 
http://zontadistrict4.org/?page_id=926 
 
November 25 – CA Zonta Says No 
  ZC of Niagara Falls 
November 30 – Sip and Paint 
                                ZC of Rochester 
 
 

http://zontadistrict4.org/?page_id=926

